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An Archaeological Watching Brief at Somerton Care Home  

(formerly Numbers 21&25 Behind Berry Road), Somerton 

 

 

 

Photograph 1:  Looking east across the site; quarry backfill [313] in the foreground. 

 

Summary 

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken during ground works 

prior to the construction of the new Somerton Care Home. This revealed 

archaeological evidence for a previously unrecorded Blue Lias stone quarry, 

probably dating from the 17
th
 century and backfilled during the early 19

th
 

century.  A stone founded wall was also recorded 12m to the south east of the 

quarry. In situ burning associated with rubble collapsed from this wall, suggests 

that a structure may have burnt down here, also during the 17
th
-19

th
 centuries. A 

blue Lias boundary wall was recorded on the line of a probable medieval 

burgage boundary, although no dating evidence was recovered for its 

construction. All other recorded features related to the known 20
th
 century 

occupation of the site. 
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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 A planning application to construct a new care home on land formerly occupied by 

numbers 21 and 25 Behind Berry Road - South Somerset District Council Planning 

Reference 11/01556/OUT - prompted the local planning authority to recommend that an 

archaeological watching brief should be undertaken during construction works. An 

archaeological desk-based assessment of the site had previously highlighted the fact that the 

place-name Behind Berry might refer to a putative Saxon town or medieval borough at 

Somerton and that there was the potential for the development to impact upon archaeological 

deposits relating to an early phase of settlement in the town.
1
 

 

1.2 Mr. Mark Jerzak of ERH Construction, acting for Mr. J Y. Bailey the owner and 

developer of the site, duly commissioned consultant archaeologists C. and N. Hollinrake Ltd. 

to carry out the watching brief. The watching brief took place between Thursday 11
th

 April 

and Thursday 9
th

 May 2013.  The monitoring archaeologist was Dr. John Davey. 

 

1.3 The grid reference for the site centres on ST 4890 2875 

 

Figure 1: Somerton. Watching Brief Site marked in red 

 

                                                           
1
 Hollinrake C. 2011. An Archaeological and Historical Desk Top Survey of numbers 21 and 25 Behind Berry, 

Somerton. Unpublished C & N Hollinrake Report Number 457. 
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2.0 Topography and Geology  Figures 1 & 2 

 

 

  Figure 2: Somerton in its regional landscape (Magic Maps). 

 

2.1 Somerton sits just above the 30m contour on the south side of the River Cary at the 

eastern end of the High Ham plateau. It is separated from Kingsdon Hill to the east by the 

narrow valley at Catsgore and from High Ham to the west by the valley of the Low Ham 

Rhyne. It lies approximately 7 kilometres east of Langport, 7 kilometres NW of Ilchester and 

8 kilometres south of Street at the junction of three B roads linking it to the aforementioned 

towns as well as Stoke Sub Hamdon to the SW. 

 

2.1.1 The development site is situated on the SE corner of the junction between Behind 

Berry Road and King Ina Road, approximately 200m WNW of St Michaels Church, 

Somerton (photograph 2). The plot of land was formerly occupied by numbers 21 and 25 

Behind Berry Road and is approximately triangular in shape, the third, SE side, bordering the 

railway cutting on the main line between Castle Cary and Taunton. 

 The plot measures approximately 45m N-S x 80m W-E and 85m alongside the 

railway cutting. The SW corner of the triangle is occupied by a bungalow called ‘The 

Hawthorns’ and does not form part of the development site.  
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Photograph 2:  Looking ESE  across the railway cutting towards St Michael’s Church 

 

2.2 Geology 

Somerton lies above the extensive tract of Lower Lias clay and stone of the Jurassic period 

that forms the Somerton Plateau and stands above the flood plain of the River Cary to the 

north and east of the town. Somerton occupies the end of the ridge above an ancient river 

crossing, now called Cary Bridge. The wide valley between Somerton and the Polden ridge, 

to the north, contains extensive peat moors, through which the River Cary flows.
2
 

2.3 There is a long history of mineral extraction within the environs of Somerton. 

Alabaster is thought to have been mined in open caste quarries near Hurcott just over 1km 

NE of Cary Bridge during the Romano-British period. The local geology at Hurcott 

comprises Keuper Marl containing gypsum in the form of nodules of alabaster. Although 

there is no direct evidence for Roman mining on this site, there is a concentration of villas 

here linked by a possible roman road. Alabaster was used in burial rites during the 4
th

 century 

AD in SW Britain. The mine at Hurcott was certainly in use during the Victorian period when 

its products were used in the production of plaster of Paris. The mine closed in 1953.
3
 

2.4 Blue Lias limestone is the local vernacular building stone in the Somerton region and 

has a similar long history of extraction as testified by its use in the construction of local 

Roman villas and medieval churches. In the Somerton region the Blue Lias is laminated, 

very fine-grained, and porcellanous in texture, with flat top and bottom.
4
 Many of the wealthy 

merchants’ houses in Somerton were constructed in Blue Lias from the 17
th

 century onwards 

and several stone quarries are known to have existed in the North Field by the early 18
th

 

century, backfilled during the 19
th

 century.
5
 There are also a series of former Blue Lias 

quarries on the south side of Somerton including sites at Bancombe Hill Lane, South Hill 

Quarry and Badger’s Cross Quarry. Only Ashencross Quarry is still extracting Blue Lias 

today. 

                                                           
2
 Hollinrake C. 2011. An Archaeological and Historical Desk Top Survey of numbers 21 and 25 Behind Berry, 

Somerton. p 2. Unpublished C & N Hollinrake Report Number 457. 
3
 Somerton Web Museum Alabaster Mine 

http://www.somertonmuseum.org.uk/index.php?table=subcat&idnum=42 accessed 2/5/2013 
4
 Prudden H. 2003. ‘Somerset Building Stone – a guide’, Proceedings of the Somerset Archaeological and 

Natural History Society. Vol 146 pp.27-36 
5
 Dunning R.H. 1974. A History of the County of Somerset: Volume 3, pp. 129-153. Victoria County History. 
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3.0 Archaeological Background 

 

3.1 Somerton is recorded in the Anglo-Saxon chronicle as a royal town belonging to the 

kings of Wessex and was occupied by Ethelbald of Mercia in AD 733. One school of thought 

places the site for this Saxon ‘town’ in an area known as Berry on the NW side of the 

church.
6
 However, no archaeological evidence for Saxon occupation has ever been recorded 

within Somerton. 

Various watching briefs and evaluations along West Street, to the south of the 

proposed development site, highlight both the foundation of the borough and the occupation 

of properties along West Street during the 13
th

 century with little sign of settlement prior to 

the 12
th

 century. 

 Earlier occupation, during the Roman period, is recorded at St. Cleers, on the SW 

margins of the town and at numerous other sites on and around the Somerton plateau. Roman 

settlement sites include many villas and a larger rural settlement at Catsgore. A roman road 

was excavated at Catsgore, running through the centre of the settlement and linking the Fosse 

Way just north of Ilchester to the Polden ridge. This road is likely to have crossed the River 

Cary in the vicinity of Cary Bridge which is itself first recorded during the 13
th

 century,
7
 and 

may have passed close to the alabaster mines at Hurcott. 

  

3.2 The archaeological background to the site is contained within the County Council 

Historic Environment Record. There are 33 records for sites and for archaeological projects 

that either exist or took place in Somerton within 300m of the proposed development site. 

The following entries have some relevance to the proposed development area and are 

preceded by their HER reference numbers (prn).
8
 

 

14757  Archaeological Evaluation in Vicarage Orchard, west of St. Michael’s Church. 

 Two trenches revealed ditches and pits of 12
th

-14
th

 century date. A human skeleton 

west of the present churchyard wall was radiocarbon dated to the 12
th

 century. 

19775  Brewery, north of West Street. Grid reference; ST 4881 2842 

 ‘Brewery (disused)’ shown on Ordnance Survey map of ca. 1904. Area shown as 

redeveloped on recent map. Building noted as ‘Old Brewery House’ 

19776  Cattle Pens, King Ina Road 

 Shown on 1930s OS maps [connected with the slaughterhouse]. 

22526 Archaeological Watching Brief, former Magistrates Court, West Street. 

28113 Archaeological Evaluation behind the Manor House, Market Place. 

 Trenches contained numerous pits and ditches dating from the 12
th

 century onwards. 

A 13
th

 century quarry pit was present and plot boundaries from properties fronting on to West 

Street consisted of walls rather than ditches. 

                                                           
6
 Op Cit. 

7
 Op Cit. 

8
 Hollinrake C. 2011. An Archaeological and Historical Desk Top Survey of numbers 21 and 25 Behind Berry, 

Somerton. p 6. Unpublished C & N Hollinrake Report Number 457. 
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28167 Archaeological watching brief at Linhayes, West Street. 

54521  Horse Mill, North Street. Grid Reference: ST 4914 2877 

 By 1330 there was a horse mill in the town, then part of the estate held by the Earl of 

Kent. By 1484-85 it was held with 3 acres of meadow to provide grazing for the tenant’s 

horses. In 1529-30 it produced no income and was in need of repair. By 1701 it was 

described as a customary malt mill, and was evidently still in use in 1766. The mill stone is 

on the E side of North Street at the N end and the mill gave its name to Horsemill Lane. 

55852 Archaeological Evaluation, Library site, West Street. 

55984 Archaeological watching brief, Library site, West Street. 
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4.0 Historical Background 

4.1 Somerton was the largest parish in the Hundred of Somerton, totalling over 6,000 

acres. The original manor was a royal estate of the kings of Wessex from at least the early 8
th

 

Century AD. In AD733 King Ethelbald of Mercia occupied the ‘royal town’ of Somerton 

during the wars between Wessex and Mercia. The kings of Wessex re-established themselves 

in the area by the early 9
th

 century and the manor then continued as a royal estate until the 

medieval period. 

 The Witan, the Anglo-Saxon royal council, met once at Somerton, in AD949. 

4.2 Some schools of thought consider that the town of Somerton may have originated as a 

short-lived burh in the area NW of the parish church, known as bury by 1349.
9
 Equally, the 

name bury might refer to the medieval borough which was well established by 1275. 

Somerton is not listed in the burghal hideage, a late 9
th

 century list of burhs. Furthermore, at 

the time of Domesday, Somerton appears to have comprised a royal agricultural estate with 

no urban characteristics.
10

  

One alternative is that, Somerton, whilst being a royal estate centre during the Saxon 

period, may have been served by Langport as the neighbouring commercial and urban centre. 

A similar relationship between royal estate centre and commercial burh is also seen at 

Cheddar/Axbridge. Langport is listed as a burh in the burghal hideage and has burgages and 

other urban characteristics listed in Domesday.
11

  

Even if Somerton had been the site of a short lived burh, it has been suggested that a 

more easily defendable location for it on topographical grounds would have been east of the 

market square and south of New Street on the eastern spur of the Somerton ridge and 

overlooking Cary Bridge.
12

 

4.3 By tradition St. Cleers, on the western fringes of the modern town, is the site of the 

royal manor. Ruins were visible here in 1579.
13

 St. Cleers also lies at the western end of an 

early E-W route running through Somerton. The layout of property boundaries on the north 

side of West Street, visible on the Tithe map, suggest that the earliest planned component of 

town may have comprised a street running west from New Street, along Cow Square, passing 

on the north side of the churchyard and along the property boundaries on the north side of 

West Street to the Triangle and then St Cleers. Cow Square was known as East Street in the 

17
th

 century when burgages were recorded along it.
14

 The name East Street suggests that the 

early focus of the town lay to the west of the modern town, along the former East Street 

towards the Triangle. Behind Berry Road would have formed a back lane for burgage plots 

fronting on to the north side of the former East Street.
15

 The site of the current watching brief 

lies in the northern part of some of these early burgages, identified by the field name Croft on 

the Tithe Map. 

                                                           
9
 Hollinrake C. 2011. An Archaeological and Historical Desk Top Survey of numbers 21 and 25 Behind Berry, 

Somerton. p 7. Unpublished C & N Hollinrake Report Number 457. 
10

 Richardson M. 2003. An Archaeological Assessment of Somerton, pp.3-4,7-8, Somerset Extensive Urban 

Survey, English Heritage, Somerset County Council. 
11

 Aston M. 1994. ‘Medieval Settlement Studies in Somerset’, in Aston and Lewis (eds), The Medieval 

Landscape of Wessex, 186, 198-9. 
12

 Aston & Leech. 1977. Historic Towns in Somerset. p.123. Committee for Rescue Archaeology in Avon, 

Somerset and Gloucestershire (CRAAGS) 
13

 Dunning R.H. 1974. A History of the County of Somerset: Volume 3, p. 138. Victoria County History. 
14

 Op Cit. 130 
15

 Richardson M. 2003. An Archaeological Assessment of Somerton, p. 9, Somerset Extensive Urban Survey, 

English Heritage, Somerset County Council. 
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4.4 A new borough was established in Somerton by 1290 when part of the town was 

referred to as New Town or New Borough. The laying out of the Market Square, Broad Street 

and West Street with associated burgage plots is likely to be related to this new borough. The 

name West Street testifies to a shift in the focus of the town to the east, around the new 

market square. In comparison the former East Street lies due north of the new West Street.
16

 

4.5 The parish church was originally a daughter chapel of the church at Queen Camel, 

another royal manor, until the Empress Maud granted it burial rights in AD1140, possibly as 

a result of a growing population, with its ownership passing to Muchelney Abbey. A vicarage 

was ordained in about 1200 and had been endowed with arable land and small tithes by 1205. 

4.6 ‘Somerton Manor had four open, arable fields named after the cardinal points in the 

Middle Ages which were rearranged in the 16
th

 century. By 1806, North Field occupied the 

plateau north of the town, including Bancombe, Bradley, and Brickle hills...’
17

. 

 The Road Behind Berry forms the south edge of the North Field.
18

  

4.7 ‘Although for much of its history Somerton was the site of a weekly market it has 

never been other than a town on the smallest scale. The cloth industry made an impression 

upon it in the 17
th

 century but until the 20
th

 century the main occupation of its inhabitants was 

agriculture. The failure to develop lasting urban characteristics was due in part to the 

proximity of Ilchester and in part to the fragmented manorial holdings in the parish.’
19

 

4.8 ‘Somerton was gradually isolated in the 19
th

 century because of the development of 

the more southerly route eastwards from Langport through Long Sutton, and by the absence 

of a railway. ...the railway link between Castle Cary and Langport was only constructed in 

1906, involving a viaduct over the Cary, a deep cutting in the centre of the town, where the 

station was built, and a tunnel under South Hill... The station was closed to passengers in 

1962 and to goods in 1964.’
20

 

4.9 The town cemetery on the north side of Behind Berry Road was opened in 1875.
21

 

 

 

5.0 Historic Maps 

 The Historic maps and aerial photographs are discussed fully in Hollinrake 2011
22

 and 

are not reproduced in this report. 

 

                                                           
16

 Richardson M. 2003. An Archaeological Assessment of Somerton, p. 10, Somerset Extensive Urban Survey, 

English Heritage, Somerset County Council. 
17

 Op Cit. 129 
18

 Op Cit. 141 
19

 Dunning R.H. 1974. A History of the County of Somerset: Volume 3, p. 139. Victoria County History. 
20

 Op Cit. 130 
21

 Kelly’s Directory of Somerset 1897. 
22

 Hollinrake C. 2011. An Archaeological and Historical Desk Top Survey of numbers 21 and 25 Behind Berry, 

Somerton. pp. 9-13. Unpublished C & N Hollinrake Report Number 457. 
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6.0 The Archaeological Watching Brief  -  Introduction and Methods 

 

6.1 The watching brief began on the morning of Thursday April 11
th

, 2003. Prior to this 

point two thirds, mostly in the western part, of the site had already been stripped of topsoil, 

exposing the surface of a reddish-brown subsoil below. A large part of this exposed surface, 

along the western side of the site had also already been covered with hardcore. Furthermore, 

along the eastern edge of the site, parallel to the railway line, a 3.5m wide strip had already 

been excavated to a depth of approximately 400-500mm and backfilled with hardcore in 

preparation for the laying of a car park (photograph 3). 

6.1.1 Spoil heaps of stripped topsoil had been created in various places around the site and 

these were examined for artefacts. These included 20
th

 century white wares, bottle glass 

fragments, occassional fragments of plain ceramic roof tile, oyster shell and fairly significant 

quantities of bones from large animals. These almost certainly relate to the early 20
th

 century 

establishment of cattle pens and an abattoir on the western part of the site.  

 

 

Figure 3:  Site Plan 
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 Photograph 3:  NE corner of the site showing the new car parking area. 

6.1.2 An opportunity arose to watch the machine stripping topsoil from the remaining SE 

quadrant of the site. No archaeological features were observed apart from occasional patches 

of in-situ burning characteristic of bonfires on the surface of the subsoil and sealed by the 

20
th

 century topsoil (photograph 4). These are interpreted as relating to the clearance of an 

orchard that previously occupied the central part of the site. A significant quantity of 19
th

 

century lead glazed Somerset red earthenware pottery sherds were recovered from the 

machined surface of the subsoil, as well as bones from large animals, oyster shell, burnt stone 

and occasional sherds of late medieval pottery (13
th

-16
th

 centuries). The lack of observed 

archaeological features suggested that the prior stripping on many parts of the site had not 

had a significant negative impact on archaeological potential. 

 

Photograph 4:  Topsoil stripping the SE quadrant of the site. Looking south with area 

of burning centre left. 
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6.2 Water Percolation Test Pits 

Two test pits were excavated by machine on the morning of 11/4/2013 for the purposes of 

measuring the percolation quality of the bedrock. Both were examined and recorded by an 

archaeologist. 

6.2.1 Test Pit 1 was located close to the centre of the development site (Figure 2). It 

measured 1.7m long (E-W), 0.7m wide (N-S) and was excavated to a maximum depth of 

0.9m. 

 

 

Figure 4:  Schematic N Facing section TP1 

 

 

Photograph 5:  Test Pit 1 looking south. 
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Table 1: Test Pit 1 Context Descriptions 

Context 

No. 
Type Description of Context Interpretation Date 

100 Deposit 

Friable, very dark brown to black clay loam 

with frequent charcoal, occasional clinker, 

white ware, glass, plain roof tile, large 

animal bones and shell. Approx 250-

300mm thick over eastern part of site. 

Overlies 101 

Turf and topsoil 

C20th 

101 Deposit 

Moderately compact dark reddish brown 

sandy clay with frequent (10%) Blue Lias 

limestones <100mm, occasional Lias grits 

and charcoal. Approx. 180-200mm thick 

over eastern part of the site. Underlies 

100; overlies 102. 

Possible ploughsoil associated 

with prior use as a croft and 

orchard. Exposed by machine 

across large parts of the site and 

then covered with hardcore prior 

to watching brief. 

C19-

20th 

102 Deposit 

Friable, very dark brown to black charcoal 

rich clay loam containing super abundant 

charcoal flecks, moderate fine red grits and 

fine Lias grits, occasional burnt stone. 

Measures approx 100mm thick across the 

whole of TP1. Underlies 101; overlies 103. 

Evidence for in-situ burning on 

the upper surface of  103 

suggests that this deposit is 

associated with a fire. Similar to 

deposits 307 & 309 which were 

recorded approx. 10m to the NE 

and are thought to relate to the 

collapse of a structure associated 

with wall 308. 

C18-

19th 

103 Natural 

Compact buff brown sandy clay (50%) and 

Blue Lias limestone brash (50%). Measures 

approx. 200mm thick across entire site. 

Underlies 102, 101; overlies 104. 

Natural Lias brash 

 

104 Natural 

Blue Lias limestone bedrock. Slabby in 

nature and interbedded with buff Lias clay. 

Exposed for a depth of 450mm in the base 

of TP1. Underlies 103. 

Blue Lias bedrock 
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6.2.2 Test Pit 2 was located in the western part of the development site (Figure 3). It 

measured 1.8m long (E-W) extended to 2.4m due to foundations of 25 Behind Berry in the 

western part of the test pit , 0.7m wide (N-S) and was excavated to a maximum depth of 

1.12m. 

 

Figure 5:  Schematic N Facing section TP2 

 

 

Photograph 6:  Test Pit 2 looking south. 
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Table 2: Test Pit 2 Context Descriptions 

Context 

No. 
Type Description of Context Interpretation Date 

200 Deposit 

Compacted hard-core layer comprising 

patches of grey ?carboniferous limestone 

hardcore and patches of mixed brick-tile 

and hardcore. Measures approx 150mm 

thick across entire western part of the site. 

Overlies 201. 

hardcore deposited on top of 

subsoil 201 following removal of 

topsoil 100, but before an 

archaeologist was engaged. 
C21st 

201 Deposit 

Moderately compact grey-brown silty clay 

containing moderate medium sized 

angular Blue Lias stones (<150mm), 

charcoal and occasional bones from large 

animals. Measures approx.400-450mm 

thick across the western part of the site. 

Underlies 200; overlies 202. 

Completely different in character 

to subsoil 101 in the eastern part 

of the site. Abuts concrete 

foundation of 25 Behind Berry 

exposed in the west side of TP2 

and probably contemporary with 

it and/or abattoir. 

C20th 

202 Deposit 

Moderately compact orange-brown clean 

sandy clay. Measures approx 200mm thick 

across whole of TP2. Underlies 201; 

overlies 203; cut by 315; same as 302 

 Sandy clay subsoil. Cut by 

concrete pad foundations of 

abattoir at 25 Behind Berry 

?C13-

17th 

203 Natural 

Moderately compact buff brown sandy 

clay (50%) and Blue Lias limestone brash 

(50%). Measures approx. 200mm thick 

across entire site. Underlies 202; overlies 

204; same as 103 

Natural Lias brash 

 

204 Natural 

Blue Lias limestone bedrock. Slabby in 

nature and inter-bedded with buff Lias 

clay. Exposed for a depth of 50-100mm in 

the base of TP2. Underlies 203; same as 

104 

Blue Lias bedrock 

 

 

 

 

6.3 The Footprint of the New Somerton Care Home. 

Once the topsoil had been stripped across the site, the next phase of ground works involved 

reducing the ground level in the immediate footprint of the new care home by approximately 

a further 600mm. This was achieved with a machine using a 6ft grading bucket intermittently 

between 15
th

 April and 9
th

 May 2013. All ground works were monitored by Dr. John Davey. 

The reduced area measured approximately 50m (E-W) x 20m (N-S). Progress was slow due 

to the fact that the large volume of material excavated by machine had to be removed by lorry 

due to lack of space on site. Any archaeological features were recorded as soon as they were 

exposed. 

6.3.1 New context numbers were assigned for this phase of work running from topsoil 

(300), through to boundary wall [316]. In general, the stratigraphy in the area of the new 

building footprint comprised: 

 



Somerton Behind Berry 

SBB 13 

15 

250-300mm topsoil (300) removed in advance, above  

400mm of grey-brown silty clay loam (301) containing moderate rubble and 19
th

 century 

material, above  

200mm of fairly clean orange-brown sandy clay subsoil (302), above  

200mm natural Lias brash (303), above  

natural Blue Lias limestone Bedrock.  

 

All recorded archaeological features either sat directly upon, or cut orange-brown subsoil 

layer (302).The final reduced level lay approximately at the upper surface of the natural Lias 

brash (303). Modern 20
th

 century features associated with numbers 21 and 25 Behind Berry 

either cut or were abutted by layer (301) but were generally not recorded. 

 

 Photograph 7:  Reduced area of new building footprint. Looking west. 

 

   Photograph 8:  Boundary wall [316], looking south 
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Table 3: New Care Home Building Footprint Context Descriptions 

Context 

No. 
Type Description of Context Interpretation Date 

300 Deposit 

Friable, very dark brown to black clay 

loam with freq. charcoal, occas. clinker, 

white ware, glass, plain ceramic roof 

tile, large animals , bones and rare 

shell. Approx 250-300mm thick over 

entire site. Overlies 301 

Turf and topsoil 

C20th 

301 Deposit 

Moderate grey-brown silty clay loam 

with freq. medium and small angular 

Blue Lias rubble (<200mm), moderate 

charcoal flecks and occas. burnt stone. 

Up to 400mm thick over entire north 

part of the site. Underlies 300; overlies 

302, 304, 307, 309; same as 101. 

Consistent soil layer under the 

area of the old orchard and the 

garden of 21 Behind Berry. 

Contains frequent 19
th

 century 

pottery and rare small abraded 

medieval sherds. 

C19-

20th 

302 Deposit 

Moderately compact orange-brown 

sandy clay with rare charcoal flecks. 

Approx 200mm thick across entire site. 

Underlies 301, 304, 307, 308; overlies 

303; cut by 311, 315; same as 202 

?medieval sandy clay subsoil. 

Possibly truncated so that rare 

abraded medieval pot sherds 

have become incorporated into 

(301) above. 

?C13-

16th 

303 Natural 

Moderately compact buff brown sandy 

clay (50%) and Blue Lias limestone 

brash (50%). approx. 200mm thick 

across entire site. Underlies 302; same 

as 103 

Natural Lias brash 

 

304 Deposit 

Loose buff-brown lime mortar (50%) 

and orange-brown clay (50%). Approx. 

4m long (E-W) x up to 1m wide (N-S). 

Unexcavated. Underlies 301; overlies 

305, 307, 302; cut by 306. 

Mortar spread above, and 

associated with wall 305. 

Continues the line of wall 305 to 

the east and may indicate its 

position. 

?C19 

or 

earlier 

305 masonry 

Blue Lias limestone up to 1m long and 

0.3m wide but prob. continuing to east 

under 304. Stones <560mm x 280mm x 

60mm. Aligned E-W with only one 

course visible (unexcavated) bonded 

with buff lime mortar 304. Underlies 

304, ?307; overlies 302 

Possible wall broadly 

contemporary with wall 308 and 

potentially forming part of a 

structure, although not enough 

exposed to be sure. 

?C19 

or 

earlier 

306 cut and fill 

Linear with squared terminus at north 

end and continuing under southern 

edge of reduced area. Measures 2.5m 

long (N-S) x 0.9m wide (E-W) x 0.4m 

deep. Sharp break of slope top with 

vertical sides (undercut in places). 

Squared terminus with 45 degree 

slope. Sharp break of slope bedrock 

base. Filled with moderately loose 

mixed greenish grey-brown silty clay 

(70%) and (30%) Blue Lias angular 

rubble (<100mm).  Cuts 304, ?301. 

Probably a modern machine cut, 

backfilled with re-deposited clay, 

soil and rubble. Possibly Hydrock 

geotechnical test pit TP05. 

?C21 
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Context 

No. 
Type Description of Context Interpretation Date 

307 Deposit 

Moderately compact and generally 

dark brown sandy clay but with 

extensive patches of heat affected red 

clay and others of dark brown-black 

charcoal. Contains abundant charcoal. 

Measures 3m long (E-W) and 1.5m 

wide but continues to south under the 

southern edge of reduced area. 

Underlies 301; overlies 302; ?abuts 

305; ?same as 102 

Area of in-situ burning, possibly 

associated with the destruction 

of walls 308 & 305 

?C19 

or 

earlier 

308 masonry 

Blue Lias limestone wall base 

measuring up to 4m long and 0.9m 

wide but tapering to 0.6m wide at west 

end. Possibly truncated at both ends. 

Individual stones measure <500mm x 

400mm x 60mm. Aligned E-W with up 

to 2 courses surviving. Faced on both 

north and south sides with rubble core. 

Unbonded.  Excavated by hand in 

Trench 1. Underlies 309; overlies 302 

Substantial wall base, although 

unbonded and laid directly upon 

surface of subsoil 302 with no 

visible foundation cut. Possibly 

the stone base for a timber 

structure, a dry stone wall or 

agricultural building? Overlain by 

rubble 309 suggesting wall was 

originally of more than two 

courses. Distribution of rubble 

also suggests it may have had a 

return to the south at its west 

end. Not seen on 19th century 

maps. 

C17th-

18th 

or 

earlier 

309 Deposit 

Moderate to loose grey-brown silty clay 

(50%) and (50%) angular blue Lias 

rubble <400mm x 300mm x 60mm. 

Containing moderate charcoal and 

occasional burnt Lias stone. Measures < 

200mm thick, extending over an area 

6m long (E-W) and 4m wide (N-S), 

above wall 308. Excavated by hand 

within Trench 1. Underlies 301; overlies 

308, 302. 

Rubble layer represents collapse 

from wall 308. Contains 

significant charcoal in patches 

and 17th-18th century pottery 

suggesting structure 308 may 

have burnt down at that time. 

Extension to south suggests the 

position of a return at west end 

of wall 308. 

C17th-

18th   

310 Context Withdrawn 

311 cut   

Linear in plan, although opens out and 

merges with cut 315 at west end. Sharp 

90 degree corners. Approx 3-3.5m 

deep, extending along the entire 

northern edge of the reduced area. 

Width not seen but must be <7m 

because was not seen when northern 

site boundary wall was laid. Sharp 

break of slop top with vertical sides and 

irregular base. Cuts 302; filled by 312; 

contemporary with 315. 

Stone quarry, backfilled with 

very loose quarry waste (angular 

rubble and clay). 19th century 

pottery in upper surface of fill. 

Parallel to and on south side of 

Behind Berry Road. Unusually 

long and thin. 

C19th 

or 

earlier 
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Context 

No. 
Type Description of Context Interpretation Date 

312 Fill 

Loose angular Lias rubble (generally 

<200mm occas. <650mm) in variable 

bands of pinky orange, brown, buff 

yellow silty clay matrix, pitched tip 

lines. Some bands contain freq. large 

animals bones including a complete 

horse skeleton with shoes.  Also 

occasional 19th century pottery. 

Excavated within foundation trenches. 

Fills 311; underlies ?301. 

Backfill of quarry 311. The angle 

of tip lines suggests this quarry 

was backfilled from the south. 

The quarry spoil heaps are likely 

to have been piled up to the 

south during the lifetime of the 

quarry due to the presence of 

Behind Berry Road tight against 

the north face. Backfilled during 

the 19th century. 

C19th 

or 

earlier 

313 Fill 

Loose dark brown sandy clay loam 

matrix (50%) and (50%) medium 

angular Lias rubble <300mm. Some 

parts almost 100% very loose rubble. 

With moderate 19th century pottery, 

large animals bones, charcoal and 

occas. clinker. Approx 30m long E-W 

and 6.5m wide at east end, widening to 

11m wide to the west where it merged 

with 312. Up to 2.5m thick. Underlies 

301; overlies 314, Fill of 315 

Backfill of quarry 315, displaying 

tip lines of alternating yellow 

and brown bands of Lias rubble. 

The angle of tip lines suggests 

this quarry was backfilled from 

the south, at least at the east 

end of the quarry.  

C19th 

or 

earlier 

314 Fill 

Moderately compact mid greyish 

brown sandy clay with freq. (10%) 

medium angular Blue Lias rubble 

<200mm, rare charcoal, oyster shell, 

small frags of animal bone and late 

med-early post med pottery. approx 

2.6m long (E-W), 0.9m wide and 

possibly up to 2.5m deep in total. Only 

seen against the northern face of cut 

315. Underlies 313; overlies 315;  

Primary silt of cut 315, only 

survives against the northern 

face of the quarry. May have 

been quarried away against the 

eastern and southern faces at a 

later date. Contains late med and 

early post med pot frags 

suggesting that the quarry may 

originally date from that time. 

C16th-

17th 

315 cut 

Rectangular, with squared protrusions 

at east and SW ends. Sharp corners. 

approx 30m E-W, 6.5m wide at east 

end, widening to 20m at west end 

where it merges with cut 311, 2.5m 

deep. Sharp break of slope top, with 

vertical sides (undercut in places). 

Sharp break of slope on to irregular 

rock cut base. Cuts 302; filled by 313, 

314; below 314; contemporary with/ 

same as 311 

Cut for quarry, part of cut 311 

but to the south, the two cuts 

join to the west. Only a narrow 

spit of bedrock 3m wide 

separates the two cuts to the 

east.  
C16th-

17th 

316 masonry 

Blue Lias limestone wall base up to 

20m long (N-S), 0.7m wide and 

surviving to height of 0.4m as exposed.  

Stones <500mm x 350mm x 150mm. N-

S with up to 4 courses. Unbonded.  

Faced on both east and west sides with 

rubble core. Underlies or abutted by 

300; cuts 301 

Boundary wall marking east side 

of property 21 Behind Berry 

Road. Drystone wall and 

probably 20th century in date, 

although marks the line of an 

earlier croft boundary which may 

itself mark the line of a medieval 

strip in the former north field. 

C20th 
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6.3.2 Three distinct groups of archaeological features were recorded:  

• boundary wall [316] at the east end of the site (Figure 3);  

• a complex of walls, burnt areas and rubble possibly representing the collapsed 

remains of a possible agricultural or industrial building near the SE corner of the care 

home footprint (Figures 6 & 7);  

• and stone quarries [311] and [315] dominating the northern and western edges of the 

footprint (Figure 6). 

 

 

Figure 6:  Reduced footprint of the Somerton Care Home; Plan of recorded 

archaeological features. 

 

6.4 Boundary wall [316] 

The upper surface of this wall was partially exposed during the initial topsoil strip on April 

11
th

 2013 and further exposed in the extreme eastern edge of the reduced footprint for the 

new care home on April 15th. On April 24th the topsoil in the NE corner of the site was 

reduced by a further 50-100mm in preparation for the storage of contaminated material prior 

to its removal from site. At this point the upper surface of the wall was fully exposed and 

recorded (photograph 8; Figure 3).  

The wall was constructed from unfinished blocks of Blue Lias, faced on both sides with a 

rubble core. It was aligned N-S and exposed for 20m. It measured 0.7m wide and survived in 

at least 4 courses where seen in section. The position of the wall corresponds with a boundary 

between two crofts on the Somerton Tithe map.
23

 These crofts are also thought to correspond 

with burgage plot boundaries for properties fronting on to the north side of the former East 

Street. 
24

 Thus, while no dating evidence has been recovered from the wall itself, it clearly 

follows the line of a probable medieval burgage boundary. Excavation of burgage plot 

                                                           
23

 Hollinrake C. 2011. An Archaeological and Historical Desk Top Survey of numbers 21 and 25 Behind Berry, 

Somerton. pp. 9-13. Unpublished C & N Hollinrake Report Number 457. 
24

 Richardson M. 2003. An Archaeological Assessment of Somerton, p. 9, Somerset Extensive Urban Survey, 

English Heritage, Somerset County Council. 
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boundaries on the north side of West Street in 2008 showed that stone walls were used 

elsewhere in Somerton as early as the late medieval or early post medieval period.
25

 The 

stratigraphic relationship of wall [316] with layer (301) was unclear. However, the lack of a 

visible foundation cut suggests that the wall is butted by, and therefore earlier than or 

contemporary with 19
th

 century soil layer (301). 

 

6.5 Wall [308] and associated features (Figure 7). 

 

A series of possibly related features were exposed in the SE corner of the reduced care home 

footprint. All except [306], which probably represents a modern test pit, were sealed by 19
th

 

century layer (301) and above orange-brown sandy clay (302). The features include a 

substantial dry stone wall base [308] and associated rubble layer (309); a further short section 

of possible walling [305] and associated mortar spread (304); and an area of in-situ burning 

(307). 

 

Photograph 9:  Wall [308] looking south 

 

6.5.1 Wall [308] was an un-bonded dry stone wall base constructed from Blue Lias 

limestone It was aligned approximately E-W and faced on both the north and south sides with 

a rubble core. Only one or two courses survived and these sat directly upon the surface of 

subsoil layer (302) with no visible sign of a foundation cut. In fact, rubble layer (309) lay 

directly over and butted against the lowest courses of wall [308] suggesting that the base had 

been exposed when the wall collapsed. The wall measured 0.9m wide at the east end, tapering 

to 0.7m wide at the west end. It was exposed for a distance of 4m but is likely to have been 

truncated at both ends; to the east through activity associated with the construction of number 

21 Behind Berry and to the west by the erection of a concrete founded post. 

 Its function is unclear, however its substantial breadth and the size of stones used 

(<500mm x 400mm x 60mm) is at odds with the lack of foundation cut or bonding material. 

It may be that wall [308] actually represents either a wall base for a wooden superstructure or 

the surviving remains of a dry stone boundary wall. The presence of a significant quantity of 

rubble above and around the wall suggests that it was originally at least a few courses higher. 

 

                                                           
25

 Hollinrake, C and Hollinrake, N. 2008. An Archaeological Evaluation behind The Manor House, Market 

Place, Somerton.  Unpublished C & N Hollinrake report Number 418 
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  Figure 7:  Plan of wall [308] and associated features 
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Photograph 10:  Wall [308] looking west. 

 

 

 

6.5.2 Rubble spread (309) may provide some further clues to the function of wall [308]. 

This rubble directly overlay wall [308] and was sealed by 19
th

 century layer (301). It 

comprised 50% large angular blue Lias rubble (<400mm x 300mm x 60mm) set in a fairly 

loose dark greyish-brown silty clay matrix. It was recorded in an amorphous spread 

measuring up to 6m long E-W and 2m wide, although the greater proportion of the rubble had 

been either removed by machine or by hand prior to recording in order to expose wall [308]. 

It originally had a southern extension perpendicular to wall [308] at its western end 

suggesting the original location of a southerly return to the wall. The rubble also contained 

significant quantities of charcoal in patches and 17th-18th century pottery suggesting that a 

putative structure, defined by wall [308] and its return to the south, may have burnt down at 

this time.  
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6.5.3 Trench 1 

Because the foundation trench for the new Somerton Care Home would cut directly through 

the line of wall [308], it was agreed with the ground workers that the wall would be 

excavated by hand in a 60mm wide trench along the line of the Care Home foundation prior 

to groundworks. 

Trench 1 (5m long (E-W) and 0.6m wide) was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.2m. It was 

intended to lie exactly on the line of the southern foundation trench, although later 

readjustments of the site survey meant that the position of the foundation trench was changed 

slightly after Trench 1 had been excavated (Figure 7). Trench 1 was excavated in the 

afternoon of Tuesday 16
th

 April and the morning of Wednesday 17
th

 April. 

Removal of rubble layer (309) showed that the upper surface of the subsoil (302) was heat 

affected. Some animal bone was recovered from (309) and moderate charcoal and occasional 

burnt stones were noted within it. 

It was hoped that dating evidence for wall [308] might be recovered during its excavation 

within Trench 1. However, only a single very small abraded sherd of fired clay was 

recovered. It was also demonstrated that the stones of wall [308] rested directly upon the 

upper surface of subsoil (302). 

 

Photograph 11:  Burnt area (307) with wall [305] beyond. Looking east. 

 

6.5.4 Heat affected deposit (307) represents further evidence for in situ burning in the 

vicinity of wall [308]. This deposit measured approximately 4m long (E-W) and 2m wide (N-

S) although its full extent was not seen as it continued beneath the southern edge of the new 

building footprint. It comprised moderately compact and generally dark brown sandy clay but 

with extensive patches of heat affected red clay and others of dark brown-black charcoal. In 

general it contained abundant charcoal. If taken together with the evidence from Test Pit 1 

(Photograph 12), approximately 10m SW of wall [308], where layer (102) also provided 

evidence for in-situ burning on the surface of the orange-brown subsoil (103)/(302), then it 

appears that a large fire may have been associated with the end of the useful life of a structure 

associated with wall [308]. 
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6.5.5 Furthermore, Wall [305] appeared to be abutted or overlain by burnt area (307). This 

wall was rather insubstantial compared to [308], measuring only 1m long (E-W) and 0.3m 

wide. However, the two walls were on similar alignments and in similar stratigraphical 

positions. It is possible that [305] is also associated with a putative structure here, possibly 

representing a different structural phase. Although less substantial [305] was bonded with 

lime mortar as evidenced by the overlying linear mortar spread (304), approximately 

continuing the line of wall [305] to the east. 

 

 

Photograph 12:  Wall [305] (foreground) truncated by probable test pit (306). Wall 

[308] is visible in the background as is burnt area (307) centre picture and the safety fencing 

around Test Pit 1 (top left). Looking east. 

 

6.5.6 If the complex of features associated with wall [308] can be attributed to a timber 

structure with stone wall bases that burnt down during the 17
th

-19
th

 century, then its function 

is likely to be associated with stone quarry [311]/[315] located approximately 10m to the 

NW.  
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6.6 Quarry [311]/[315] (Figure 6) 

 The NW quadrant of the new care home footprint was dominated by a large, 

previously unrecorded stone quarry [311]/[315]. This feature was allocated two separate cut 

numbers because while the ground level was progressively reduced from east to west across 

the footprint, the feature initially appeared as two separate quarries only joined in the western 

part of the site. Cut [311] was revealed first, running E-W, parallel to and 2m south of the 

northern edge of the reduced area. Cut [315] initially appeared as a rectangular area only a 

few metres south of [311]. 

6.6.1 Cut [311] was linear in plan, aligned E-W with a sharp 90° break of slope at the top, a 

vertical and weathered rock cut face, and a sharp 90° break of slope on to an irregular rock-

cut base. It measured approximately 30m long, 2m wide and 3.5m deep as exposed, although 

it continued to the north and east under the edge of the reduced area and merged with cut 

[315] to the west. When taken together with [315] the whole quarry measured approximately  

 

Photograph 13:  Quarry cut [311] as first exposed and showing alternating bands of 

yellow and brown rubble fill (312). Looking west. 

50m long (E-W) and 2-15m wide, narrowest at the eastern end. The upper surface of the 

quarry was exposed during the reduction of the ground level in the footprint of the new care 

home, but was also excavated in the foundation trenches for the care home walls. These had 

to be excavated to the full depth of the quarry, until solid bedrock was reached. However, the 

sides of the foundation trenches were very loose and unstable rendering archaeological 

recording hazardous. Notes, photographs and measurements could only be made from a safe 

distance and it was not possible to make any scaled drawings of sections through the quarry 

fills. 
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 Fill (312) of quarry [311] comprised fairly loose, angular, medium and large, blue 

Lias limestone rubble in alternating and dipping bands of yellow clay and brown silty clay 

matrix.  The brown bands contained moderate quantities of large animal bones and occasional 

19
th

 century pottery. The upper brown band also contained the articulated skeleton of a large 

horse, complete with shoes. The lines of dip within the rubble bands indicated that the quarry 

had been rapidly backfilled from the south. The likelihood that quarry waste would have been 

piled up on the south side of the cut is borne out by the fact that the northern edge of the 

quarry was located parallel and adjacent to the south side of Behind Berry Road and therefore 

unavailable for spoil tipping. It is known that the quarry did not continue under Behind Berry 

Road because when the footings for the northern site boundary wall were excavated (prior to 

an archaeologist being engaged on site), solid bedrock was encountered at a depth of only 5-

600mm below ground level. Thus the maximum width for cut [311] can be estimated at 7m. 

 

  

 Photograph 14:  Quarry [311] as seen in the northern foundation trench. 

 Alternating bands of yellow and brown rubble (312) are visible in section as are bones 

of an articulated horse skeleton (top right). The southern quarry face is also visible adjacent 

to the scale (bottom right). Looking west. 

 

 It is perhaps remarkable that a quarry should extend for a distance of at least 30m 

adjacent to a road, with a width of only 6-7m and a depth of 3.5m. It is possible that this 

facilitated loading of the stone on to carts waiting on the road and that it minimised disruption 

to burgages on the north side of East Street. 

 No dating evidence was recovered for the earliest use of quarry [311], although its 

final deepest extent is likely to represent the final phase of use, prior to backfilling in the 19
th

 

century, rather than its date of inception. 



Somerton Behind Berry 

SBB 13 

27 

6.6.2 Cut [315] was initially exposed as a rectangular loose, dark brown rubble spread 

approximately 6m wide (N-S) and 12m long (E-W) located approximately 3m south of cut 

[311]. However, it was subsequently revealed to continue further to the west where it merged 

with cut [311] to form a large quarry of irregular shape up to 15m wide and 50m long in total. 

The cut was irregular in plan but with sharp squared corners and a sharp 90° break of slope at 

the top on to vertical rock cut weathered faces on the south and east sides and a stepped, 

rock-cut northern side. The western face was not seen. There was also a sharp break of slope 

on to an irregular rock cut floor. The quarry varied in depth but averaged around 2.5m deep. 

 

 

Photograph 15:  Quarry [315] showing a depth of 2.4m from the top of the reduced 

ground level (approximately 3m below original ground surface). The eastern weathered 

quarry face is visible on the right and very loose rubble fill (313) on the left. Looking north. 

 

 Cut [315] had two separate fills. The upper fill (313) comprised alternating bands of 

rubble in yellow and brown matrices similar in nature to (312). It also contained sections 

where there was no matrix but rather nearly 100% very loose angular limestone with voids. 

The tip lines within the alternating bands of rubble again suggested that the quarry had been 

rapidly backfilled from the south. The upper surface of (313) contained frequent 18
th

-19
th

 

century lead glazed Somerset red earthenware and occasional stoneware suggesting that it 

was backfilled at this date and at the same time as cut [311].  

 Quarry [315] differed from [311] in that it had the remnant of a primary silt (314) 

visible against the northern stepped face of the quarry. A small sondage was excavated into 

the upper part of this fill prior to the excavation of foundation trenches. Fill (314) comprised 
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moderately compact mid greyish brown sandy clay containing frequent (10%) medium 

angular Blue Lias rubble, generally <200mm. It also contained rare charcoal flecks, oyster 

shell, small fragments of animal bone and 16
th

-17
th

 century pottery. It was visible in plan for 

approximately 2.6m (E-W) in a 0.9m wide strip along the northern edge of cut [315]. It 

appears that this layer marks an initial silting of the north face in the early part of the lifetime 

of the quarry, which was later extended to the south. The alternating bands of loose rubble 

backfill comprising later fill (313), tipped from the southern edge of the quarry, lie 

unconformably above this earlier silt layer.  

 

 

Figure 8:  West facing section of sondage through upper part of cut [315] (northern face) 

 

6.6.3 It appears then, that quarry [311]/[315] was established during the early post medieval 

period, extended to the south and east and then finally backfilled during the early 19
th

 

century. This archaeological evidence fits well with documentary sources which record that 

quarries existed in the North Field of Somerton during the early 18
th

 century and were 

backfilled in the 19
th

 century.
26

 Many of Somerton’s grandest buildings date from the 17
th

 

century and the quarries may have originally been established around this date. Their location 

at the northern end of burgage plots fronting on to the former East Street might suggest that 

this was a small scale ‘cottage’ quarry industry. 

                                                           
26

 Dunning R.H. 1974. A History of the County of Somerset: Volume 3, pp. 129-153. Victoria County History. 
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Photograph 16:  Quarry [311]/[315]; upper surface of fill at west end of reduced area. 

Looking north 

7.0 Discussion 

7.1 There is a general lack of archaeological evidence forthcoming from the town of 

Somerton concerning its early origins. Furthermore, the available documentary evidence is 

ambiguous as to the nature of the Saxon settlement here; was Somerton a Saxon town or 

more of a royal agricultural estate centre? The place name Behind Berry has been linked by 

some to a possible short-lived Saxon burh and by others to a medieval borough known to 

have existed here from at least the 13
th

 century. Behind Berry Road is very likely to have 

formed a medieval back-lane to burgage plots fronting on to the north side of the former East 

Street running from Cow Square in the east to The Triangle and St Cleers in the west. The 

development site lies in the northern part of these medieval burgage plots and it is for this 

reason that it an archaeological watching brief was recommended as part of the outline 

planning permission for this development. 

  

7.2 The only evidence for medieval occupation on the site was a few residual abraded 

pottery sherds. It is thought that these ultimately derive from a truncated sub or plough soil 

(302) associated with the burgage plots. Boundary wall [316] marks the line of a medieval 

burgage plot boundary, although there is no specific dating evidence for the period of 

construction of the wall itself. 

 

7.3 The archaeological features recorded were dominated by a large Blue Lias stone 

quarry in the NW corner of the site measuring at least 50m long (E-W) along the southern 

side of Behind Berry Road, up to 15m wide at the west end and generally between 2.3 and 

3.5m deep. The best dating evidence for the origin of this quarry came from a thin layer of 

primary silt surviving against one of the south facing quarry faces, which contained 16
th

-17
th
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century pottery. The greater part of the quarry back fill comprised bands of loose rubble 

pushed in rapidly from spoil heaps that had been piled up to the south of the quarry 

containing frequent sherds of 18
th

 – early 19
th

 century pottery. 

 

7.4 Located 10m SE of the quarry were a complex of broadly contemporary features 

including walls, rubble and areas of in-situ burning. These may relate to a building or 

structure associated with the quarry that burnt down during the late 17
th

 or early 18
th

 century. 

These features were sealed by a silty clay soil layer (301) containing frequent 19
th

 century 

pottery. Historic map evidence indicates that this area had been converted to an orchard by 

the late 19
th

 century. 

 

7.5 This archaeological evidence ties in very well with that of documentary sources.  

‘Building stone was accessible in many parts of the parish, and several 

quarries were opened in Northfield in the early 18th century. They were later 

filled and either built on or converted to orchards. During the 19th century 

quarries were opened further south at Ashen Cross and Highbrooks, both of 

which were in use until the early 20th century.’
27

 

 

The 17
th

 century appears to have witnessed something of an economic boom in Somerton. By 

1630 trades within the town included clothiers, mercers, linen-drapers, woollen-drapers, 

haberdashers, and craftsmen in wool, linen, silk, serge, supplemented by a few glovers, 

tanners, masons, and two tobacconists. A number of grand 17
th

 century buildings, especially 

in the Market Place, confirm this point.
28

 It is against this backdrop of prosperity and 

increased construction in stone that the establishment of new stone quarries in burgage plots 

on the north side of the town must be considered. 

 

 

8.0 Finds and Archive 

 The finds arising out of the archaeological watching brief and the excavation have 

been marked with their [context numbers] and with the Somerset County Museum 

Accession Number: TTNCM 67/2013.   

 These will be deposited in the Somerset County Museum at Norton Fitzwarren under 

that accession number for future reference. 

 Most modern finds that were recovered, white ware, brick and tile and etc. was 

discarded after listing.  All material that has been discarded is shown on the attached Find 

List. 

 The paper archive, the day book, photographs, background information and recording 

forms will be deposited in the Somerset Records Office at Norton Fitzwarren. 
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Finds List 

 

pottery building 

materials context 

qty  fabric  &  weight  surface date qty desc. 

misc. 

New Building Footprint 

5 

Body sherds coarse ware, 

reduced grey fabrics with 

oxidised and/or reduced 

surfaces. DPT4-6, 7g, 4g, 4g, 

3g, 3g 

  C14-16     
1 x clay pipe stem, 

2g. Discarded 

1 
Rim, reduced fabric, oxidised 

surfaces. DPT4-6, 21g 

amber glaze traces 

over white slip 
C14-16     

6 x small frags 

bone (medium and 

large animals), 36g 

1 

Rim sherd, reduced fabric 

with oxidised surfaces. 

DPT7, 12g 

patchy green glaze 

over thick external 

white slip 

C17     
3 x small frags 

oyster shell, 7g 

1 

Rim ?from a jar, reduced 

fabric with oxidised surfaces. 

DPT7-8, 66g 

internal green 

glaze 
C17-18       

24 
body sherds, oxidised and 

reduced, DPT4-8, 233g 

Various glazes 

and decoration 

(thumbed, wet 

slip, sgraffito) 

C14-18       

1 

Rim sherd with applied 

thumbed decorative strip, 

oxidised with a grey core. 

DPT4, 11g 

Pale green glaze 

over painted white 

slip 

C14       

1 

Rim sherd in a hard grey 

fabric with oxidised external 

smooth hard surface. DPT7-

8, 13g 

green brown glaze C17-18       

1 
Rim sherd, oxidised fabric, 

thin walled. DPT7-8, 2g 

green-brown 

glaze, white slip 

on edge of rim 

C17-18       

1 

Rim sherd, hard reduced 

fabric, hard smooth external 

surface surfaces. DPT7-8, 

16g 

internal white slip 

sgraffito 

decoration under 

green glaze 

C17-18       

4 

Body sherds hard, oxidised, 

sandy fabrics with reduced 

cores. DPT7-8, 8g, 5g, 2g, 1g 

green glazes, 

purple slip 
C17-18       

6 
Body sherds, oxidised 

fabrics. DPT7-9, 50g 

Various glazes, 

trailed slip 

decoration 

C17-19       

1 

Body sherd of salt glazed 

stone ware, pale grey fabric, 

11g 

cobalt blue glaze 

over applied 

decoration 

C17-19       

7 

2 rims and 5 body sherds, 

oxidised fabrics. DPT7-9, 

50g 

amber glazes over 

trailed slip 

decoration 

C17-19       

2 
Body sherds cream or stone 

ware. 19g, 4g 

yellow ?alkaline 

glaze 
C19-20       

2 
Body sherds white ware, 3g, 

3g. Discarded 
  C19-20       

3 

Large rod handle frags, fine 

oxidised fabrics. DPT8-9, 

80g, 66g, 52g 

  C18-19       

1 

Foot sherd from a bacon 

roaster/ dutch oven, oxidised 

fabric. DPT7-8, 31g 

  C17-18       

1 
Possible flower pot frag, 

oxidised, 13g 
  C19-20       

1 
Body sherd, fine oxidised 

fabric. DPT 8, 7g 

green glaze over 

painted white slip 

early 

C18 
      

100 

(topsoil, 

machin-

ing) 

1 
Small body sherd sandy, hard 

oxidised fabric. DPT7-8, 2g 

well formed dark 

brown/black glaze 

over purple slip 

C17-18       

101, 

upper 1 Body sherd oxidised coarse 

ware with quartz, limestone 

and iron ore inclusions, 

  C13-14 4 small frags 

fired clay, 9g 

1 x oyster shaell 

frag, 11g 
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DPT1-2, 2g 

1 

Small body sherd sandy 

oxidised fabric with buff grey 

core. DPT3-6, 1g 

  C14-16 1 
frag fired 

clay, 5g 
  

surface 

        1 
brick or tile 

frag, 2g 
  

102 

(TP1) 
        1 

small frag 

fired clay, 

<1g 

  

201 

(TP2) 
            

1 x bone frag (large 

animal), 6g 

        2 

Small frags 

lime mortar, 

2g. Discarded 

  

306 

        1 

small frag 

grey slag, 2g, 

discarded 

  

308  

(Tr 1) 

        1 Very small 

frag of fired 

clay, <1g. 

Discarded 

  

1 Body sherd in a hard reduced 

fabric. DPT 7-8, 11g 

internal and 

external green 

glaze 

C17-18     8 x bone frags, 66g 

1 Body sherd, oxidised fabric. 

DPT 7-8, 3g 

white slip C17-18       

309 

(clean-

ing over 

wall 

[310] 
1 Body sherd, oxidised with a 

grey core. DPT8, 6g 

thumbed 

decoration with 

patches of internal 

amber glaze and 

external red slip 

early 

C18 

      

310 

(309) 

        1 lump fired 

clay, very 

coarse fabric, 

heat affected 

and sooted on 

one side, 53g 

  

            1 x Fe horseshoe, 

1,079g 

311             1 x very large long 

bone from a large 

horse, 825g 

1 

Body sherd, oxidised orange 

fabric with fossil limestone 

and iron inclusions. DPT4-7, 

3g 

external pale 

green- yellow 

glaze with green 

streaks over 

painted white slip 

C14-17   

  1 x frag horse's 

hoof, 56g 

1 

Rim sherd from a ?jar, fine 

oxidised orange fabric. 

Conjoins with sherd below. 

DPT9, 30g 

well formed 

internal green 

glaze 

Late 

C18-19 
  

  1 x Fe horseshoe, 

1,274g 

1 

Body sherd, fine oxidised 

orange fabric. Conjoins with 

rim sherd above. DPT9, 18g 

well formed 

internal amber 

glaze 

Late 

C18-19 
  

    

312 

1 
Body sherd in a fine oxidised 

orange fabric. DPT8, 8g 

 internal greenish-

orange glaze 

early 

C18 
  

    

1 

Body sherd, hard, fine, grey 

fabric with oxidised orange 

internal surface. DPT7-8, 5g 

Mottled internal 

amber and brown 

glaze 

C17-18 1 

roof slate 

frag, 12g 

4 x bone frags. 

large animals, 

231g, 13g, 11g, 4g 

2 

Rim sherds, fine oxidised 

orange fabric. One from 

?pancheon or pan with pulled 

lip (cf. Coleman Smith & 

Pearson 1988, 239, 12/55 or 

12/56) DPT8, 74g, 31g 

internal speckled 

amber glazes 

early 

C18 
    

1 x Fe buckle, 

480x380mm 

across, squared x-

section. C18-19, 

possible harness 

furniture, 40g. 

 

 

 

 

313             

 

 

 

 
2 

Body sherds, fine oxidised 

orange fabric with pale grey 

core. Possibly from same pot. 

DPT7-8, 27g, 25g 

internal speckled 

amber glazes 
C17-18       
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1 

Body sherd in a fine oxidised 

orange fabric. DPT9, 38g 

well formed 

internal green 

glaze 

Late 

C18-19 
      

1 

Body sherd in a fine oxidised 

orange fabric. DPT7, 11g 

amber glaze over 

internal wet slip 

sgraffito 

decoration (cf. 

Coleman Smith & 

Pearson 1988, 

185, 8/54) 

C17       

1 

Body sherd in a fine oxidised 

orange fabric. Probably from 

a bowl DPT8 

internal light 

green glaze over 

white slip with 

wet brown slip 

painted floral 

motif 

early 

C18 
  

    

1 

Body sherd ,fine oxidised 

orange fabric with reduced 

grey external surface. DPT7-

8, 13g 

external purple 

slip 
C17-18   

    

5 

Frags from same pot, ?flower 

pot or seed pan. Includes 3 

rim frags and 2 base frags. 

Plain bowl with flat base, 

straight sides and bead rim.  

Fine oxidised fabric Donyatt 

DPT9. 39g, 33g, 27g, 10g, 1g 

Interior and 

exterior well 

formed dark 

brown glaze C19 1 

Oxidised roof 

tile frag 

(pantile), 29g. 

C19-20 

  

1 

Base angle frag. colander. 

Fine oxidised orange fabric 

Donyatt DPT9. 47g 

interior well 

formed speckled 

green glaze 

Late 

C18-19 
  

    

1 

Body sherd fine oxidised 

orange fabric. Donyatt 

DPT7-8, 18g 

interior white slip 

sgraffito 

decoration  yellow 

glaze (brown over 

decoration) 

C17-18   

    

1 

Body sherd fine oxidised 

orange fabric, Donyatt 

DPT8-9, 28g 

well formed 

interior amber 

glaze  

C18-19       

1 
Body sherd  pale fabric, 

possible Verwood origin, 1g 

internal amber 

glaze 
C18-19   

    

1 
small body sherd white ware, 

<1g 

blue transfer 

printed 
C19   

    

1 

Base angle, fine pale orange 

fabric with buff external 

surface and margin. Contains 

isolated large grog pellets 

(<15mm) and occasional iron 

ore (<1.5mm). Possible 

Verwood origin, 16g 

internal well 

formed amber 

glaze 
Late 

C18-19 
    

1 x long bone frag 

from large animal 

with butchery 

marks, 18g ?C19-

20 

7 

Sherds ?plate or dish 

including two ?conjoining 

rims and one base angle. 

Orange fabric with reduced 

blue grey core and patches on 

internal surface. Donyatt 

fabric DPT9, 29g, 20g, 12g, 

9g, 3g, 2g, <1g 

well formed 

internal green 

glaze with amber 

patches. Splashed 

external amber 

glaze 

C19     

1 x sherd green 

bottle glass with 

oxidised surfaces, 

20g ?C19 

1 

Perforated lid with rod 

handle attachment. Oxidised 

orange fabric. Donyatt DPT9, 

13g (cf. Coleman Smith & 

Pearson, 1988, p269, 20/16) 

well formed 

amber glaze, with 

traces of external 

white trailed slip. 

Late 

C18-19 
      

1 

?perforated lid or base angle 

sherd from colander. 

Oxidised orange fabric; 

Donyatt DPT9, 17g 

well formed 

amber glaze, with 

traces of external 

white trailed slip. 

Late 

C18-19 
      

1 

Rim sherd from ?pancheon or 

pan. Oxidised orange fabric. 

Donyatt DPT9, 21g 

internal well 

formed amber 

glaze 

Late 

C18-19 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

313  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1 

Body sherd, oxidised orange 

fabric with reduced patches 

on internal; surface. Donyatt 

DPT9, 4g 

well formed 

internal green 

glaze over white 

trailed slip. 

Late 

C18-19 
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4 

Body sherds oxidised orange 

fabric. Donyatt DPT9, 13g, 

10g, 9g, 8g 

well formed 

internal amber 

glazes 

Late 

C18-19 
      

 

 

313 
1 

Small sherd salt glazed 

stoneware. Pale grey fabric, 

<1g 

cobalt blue 

decoration C17-19       

3 

large rim sherds white ware 

from various bowls and a 

plate, 40g, 10g, 5g 

various blue and 

white decoration 

(transfer printed 

willow pattern and 

?hand painted 

designs) 

C19       

313 

(Machi

ning in 

SW 

corner) 1 

Body sherd orange sandy 

fabric with buff grey core. 

Donyatt DPT7-8, 10g 

external amber 

glaze C17-18       

2 

Small body sherds oxidised 

coarse ware with grey core. 

DPT4-6, <1g 

  

C14-16   

  1 x oyster shell 

frag. ?perforated, 

10g 

1 

Body sherd coarse ware, 

oxidised orange fabric. 

DPT4-6, 6g 

Patchy pale 

yellow glaze over 

white slip 

C14-16   

  4 x animal bone 

frags, 19g 

1 

Body sherd oxidised orange 

sandy fabric, pale grey core. 

DPT6-7, 6g 

external green 

glaze C16-17   

    

1 

Body sherd reduced sandy 

fabric with oxidised orange 

surfaces. DPT4-6, 7g 

external pale 

yellow glaze with 

green patches over 

painted white slip 

C14-16   

    

1 

Body sherd . thin walled, 

hard orange fabric. DPT6-8, 

<1g 

Smooth surfaces 

external spots of 

green glaze 

C14-16   

    

314 

1 

Body sherd coarse ware, pale 

grey fabric with pale oxidised 

surface. DPT4-6, 3g 

  

C14-16   

    

1 

V small body sherd tin 

glazed earthenware. Oxidised 

orange fabric, <1g 

internal yellow tin 

glaze over white 

slip 

C19-20       

1 

Body sherd orange sandy 

fabric with buff grey core. 

Contains abundant rounded 

quartz (<0.5mm), moderate 

iron oxide (<1.5mm) and rare 

fossil limestone (<1mm). 

Donyatt DPT3-6, 10g 

external lime 

green glaze with 

flecks of iron 

staining C14-16   

    

1 

rim sherd, oxidised sandy 

fabric with grey core. DPT3-

6, 9g 

spots of yellow 

glaze over white 

slip 
C14-16 3 

Brick/ tile 

frags, 11g, 

3g, 2g. 

Discarded 

2 x oyster shell 

frags, 2g. 

Discarded 

1 

?base sherd, oxidised. DPT8-

9, 12g 

Internal light 

brown glaze 
C18-19   

  1 x green bottle 

glass base frag, 

C18-19, 40g. 

Discarded 

3 

various white wares, 13g. 

Discarded 

  

C19-20   

  3 x bone frags 

(medium and large 

animals), 25g, 20g, 

18g 

U/S 

Spoil 

1 
white ware blue transfer 

printed 
C19-20   

    

2 

Body sherds coarse ware 

with grey fabric containing 

fine quartz and limestone 

temper. Oxidised orange 

surfaces. DPT1-3, 2g, 1g 

  

C13-16   

    

U/S 

1 Stoneware, 27g, discarded   C19-20       

Footnote: DPT1-9 refer to Donyatt Pottery Types 1-9 (after Coleman Smith and Pearson 1988. 
Excavations in the Donyatt Potteries, pp.102-5. Phillimore; Chichester. 

 


